Annual Report
Leverhulme Cultures of the Suburbs International Research Network 
Annual Report for 2012-13 (second year of project to 01 September 2013)
Project and Infrastructure

The Cultures of the Suburbs International Research Network originally comprised six core partners and an Advisory Board, as defined in the original project funding application. One of the original partners, Dr Sarah Nuttall (University of Witwatersrand, SA), regrettably had to withdraw from the project in 2012 on her appointment to a new academic role in South Africa. During 2013 the Leverhulme Grant permitted the Network to be extended to Jain University, Bangalore. The current partners are: Dr Jo Gill (University of Exeter), Dr Martin Dines (Kingston University, London), Professor Mary Corcoran (National University of Ireland, Maynooth), Dr Christopher Niedt (Hofstra University, New York), Professor Paul Burton (Griffith University, Australia) and Dr Choodamani Nandagopal (Jain University, India). The Advisory Board continues to comprise representatives from Deakin University, Australia; UCLA; UCL; Westminster University, Radbound University, Netherlands; Brunel University; Loyola University, Chicago; and Yeshiva University, New York. 

Networking 
The hub of the Network continues to be the Cultures of the Suburbs website, which was established in early 2012 (http://suburbs.exeter.ac.uk). 

The Cultures of the Suburbs site contains links and information on (for example): Network and non-Network events and conferences; research centres and projects; external events and exhibitions (current and archived); Resources (Libraries and archives; digital collections, websites); Publications (bibliographical resources; Network publications; online articles and blogs; forthcoming publications and links; working papers); current and archived media articles, and Virtual Exhibitions, which has recently featured Claire Dwyer and Liz Hingley’s photographic project ‘Faith in Suburbia’. 

In the spring of 2013, the Suburbs Blog was launched as an addition to the website, enabling PI Dr Jo Gill to comment on events. The first two blogs detailed project engagement with Jain University in Bangalore and the 2013 BAAS conference, which featured a Cultures of the Suburbs panel.
The Network has a Twitter account, also accessible via the Home Page of the website. Since its launch, it has proved a useful method of distributing information about Network events, call for papers and publications. The Twitter account (@CulturesSuburbs) now has 161 followers and is following 144 accounts including Town Planning UK, RTPI, American Planning, Adaptable Suburbs, Global Suburbanisms, and Planetizen.
In the period of activity from 02 September 2012 to 01 September 2013, the Cultures of the Suburbs website had been visited by 3,650 people, with 5,893 visits; 60.55% of which were new visitors. The majority of visitors were from the UK (2,414 visits) and USA (1,485), followed by Canada, Australia, Ireland, India (118 – all new visitors since September 2012), Netherlands, Germany, France and Portugal (64 visits). 

There continues to be regular email usage with new enquiries and requests to join the mailing list. Membership of this mailing list by 01 September 2013 stood at 179; an increase of 63 members since 01 September 2012. We continue to be contacted by academics wanting to join our online researcher database (which at 01 September 2013 comprised 62 individuals) and to add details to the conference and publication lists. 

Emails notifying academics, postgraduates, authors and artists of the Network’s work, with invitations to join the mailing list, Researcher Database and Virtual Exhibition pages continue to be sent out regularly to individuals, academic departments and professional groups and associations.

Events 
On 17 September 2012, Network partner Professor Paul Burton, Professor of Urban Management and Planning at Griffith University’s Gold Coast campus, led a seminar for staff and postgraduate students in the College of Humanities, University of Exeter. Entitled ‘Adolescent Urbanism: The Growing Pains of the Gold Coast’, the session presented an analysis of the city and its suburbs.
Network members also presented at the Canadian Association for American Studies conference ‘Geographies of Promise and Betrayal: Land and Place in US Studies’ (25-28 October 2012). The panel (‘Resistant Reading/Resistant Writing’) included papers by Martin Dines (Writing and the Evolving Suburb in the Fiction of Pam Conrad and John Barth), and Jo Gill (No Place like Home: The Poetry of the Post-War Suburbs). 
Dr Choodamani Nandagopal and Dr Jo Gill were principal speakers at a symposium at Jain University entitled ‘Changing Suburban Culture of Bangalore’ on 1 April 2013. The symposium was hosted by The Research Department of Cultural Studies, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at Jain University, in collaboration with the University of Exeter. The event was chaired by Mr. K. R. Ramakrishna, Commissioner, Ministry of Culture, Government of Karnataka. 

At the BAAS conference at the University of Exeter (April 2013), The 'Cultures of the North American Suburbs' panel included Network partner Martin Dines on contemporary drama from and about the suburbs including Lisa D'Amour's Detroit and Bruce Norris's Clybourne Park; plus Network member Cheryl Cowdy's account of the place of design, style, and scopophilia in two Canadian novels, Gerald Lynch's Troutstream and Colin McAdam's Some Great Thing.
The second symposium of the Cultures of the Suburbs Network was held at Hofstra University from 27-28 June 2013. 42 delegates from the UK, USA, Australia, Ireland, Canada, India, Spain, Brazil, and Holland attended. Keynote presentations were delivered by Dr Choodamani Nandagopal and Professor Dolores Hayden and panels comprised presentations on ‘Design and Influence in Cities / Suburbs’, ‘Social and Spatial Order / Disorder’, ‘Planning’, ‘Perceptions of Home / Defining the Suburbs’, ‘Segregation / Integration and the Suburbs’ and ‘The Suburbs in Fiction / Film / TV’. A separate report on this Symposium is available from the Network Administrator on request. Working  Papers arising from this conference are being edited at present and will shortly be posted to the Network website. 
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Future Work and Work in Progress
Jo Gill is in discussions with the Royal Institute of British Architects re. future collaborations. 
Jo Gill has been invited to join the Advisory Board of an AHRC Network on the theme of “Home and the Imagination” to be hosted at the University of Leeds. 

The Call for Papers for the 2014 Conference at the University of Exeter was sent out in August 2013, via email, Twitter and online listservs, with a closing date of 1 November. Keynote speakers Professor Roger Keil and Michael Rosen have been confirmed as well as the seminar/lecture rooms, catering and accommodation infrastructure for the event. 

As a consequence of discussions at the Hofstra Symposium (June 2013), partners are discussing ways forward in terms of (a) future publications (including via a special issue of a journal) and (b) establishing an International Suburban Studies Association. 
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